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Apocalyprca Beaſt. 


PLAINLY DECYPHERED; 
AN 


 TheDanger of having COMMUNION oy þ | 


him clearly Diſcovered, 


— 
Em 


| The Teſtimony of a Reverend and Learned Divine con- 


cerning the following Treatiſe, 


A tothe Treatiſe, Mr. ———and 1 have peruſed it care- 


fully ;, and not to ſpeak topleaſe , but as the thing is, it is 


very clear, ſtrong, and uſeful, and very fit to open the Eges 


of thoſe Papifts whom God hath a favony to: 1 wiſh the 
Nation enjoyed it , being it & ſo ſolid, ſhort, and fitted for 
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The Marks of the Apocaliptical Beaſt Decyphered 


and the danger of having Communion 
with him Diſcovered, 


N the Thirteenth chapter of Revelation, we read of a ftrange 

Beaft, with ſeven Heads aud ten Horns, rifing up ont of the Sea; Verl.x: 

Monſtrous in ſhape, Blaſphemous in language , and impi- Ve!f-:- . 

ouſly Cruel in praiſe; for be wars withthe Samts, and over- Lion 

comes themz who, by his Tone and Fraud , had gotren(ſo large a __ 

Domiaion and Empire, over the Souls, as well as Bodies, of de- _ 

luded men, thar the whole Earth, is faid to wonder after the Braft ; V® ſ-3+ 

that is, to follow, ory as it is expreſſed more fully, to worſhip him; ye. 4,8, 

nor without much inward Amazement at his bewitching Fi- 

oure (as being in partlike ro 4 Parther, which of all other crea» Verſia. - 

cures hath a moſt alluring ſhape) and ſeemingly invincible pu» 

fance; for, who, ſay they, # like tothe Beaft, who is able to war 

with biys ? But all this time they were ignorant; thatywhile they 

worſhipped the Braft, they only worſhipped the Dragon ( or the De- yer 

vil ) trom whom that Bedff, which rhey ſo ſtupidly admired Rev, 12-9. 

and doted upon , did immediately derive all his Powey ad preat Rev. 13-24, 

Authority. And therefore all thoſe deceived and miltaken Wor- # 

ſhippers, how numerous ſoever, or what pretencesſoever they - - 

had to gild and colour cheir Irreligious and Blinde Deyotion - 

with; yer oy are declared by the Spirit of God, to be in'a ſad-* ' 

and deplorable condition, in that their Names are not writes th Yes. . 

the Book of Life, whole final Doom is', to be caft into the Lake if Xevaao. ts 

Ire. | CEPT ee $16" 998 

Leſt this Puniſhment ſhould be paſſed ſlightly over; as if it 
either were eaſie to be born , or thac ar laſt there were hopes.of .. 
itsending , there is an Angel ſenton purpoſe to proclaim it in a : 
moſt parcicular and dreadful mannery 1f any doth worſhip che Mey aelee 
and his Image, and recerveth his Mark. apon his forehead, or upty bis; Ny 7 

\ head (i.e. whocither openly profeſſerh his obedienceto the Baſt, © 

 * In receiving that viſible Mark, ot Name, or Charalter, by Which 
his followers are fignalized and diſtinguiſhed from all others : 
or, whoeyer ayoiding the wy » in a more concealed _—_ | 

Fs * itt 
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licick way , doth ſecretly ,".” endeayours wich thoſe who 
ſcek to uphold the Beaſ# in his Throne ) even he ſhall drink of the 

See of this }Yine of the wrath of God, which 1s without mixture y mingled 1n the 
Phraſe,PC cap of bis Anger ; and he ſhall bee tormented in the ſight of the Holy 
m4 5y Argels, and mthe ſight of the Lamb : And the ſmoak; of their torment 
25-15 Loeth mp for ever aud ever, ana they have no reſt day or night, who wor- 
ſhip the Beaſt and his Image , and if any doth receive the Mark of his 

Name. | 
There is not, that I know of, in the whole Book of God, any 
Curſe (er out ia more expreſs and affrighting language ; bur , 
Ames 6.3 becaulſc we arcall naturally apr to put far from ws the evil day, and 
Eccl. 8.11 to think that a ſextexce deferred (till after the Reſurretion) will 
never brexecuted; therctore 1n the Fifteenth chapter of Revelation , 
Verſf.7. wehave an account of ſever Viols, or, goblets of Gold, all filled (up 
Yej%0%5. to the briws) with the wrath of God (which oftentimes in Scripture 
15 compared to ine, and, becaule of the effefts of it, is called the 
Pl:1.69.3 wine of Trembling, or Aſtoniſhment ) whence they are called the 
——Pagh ſeven laſt. Plagues, or, Strokes, becauſe in them the wrath of God is fi- 
Kev.re.x #Þþed (ic. isfully and perfealy accompliſhed, without any far- 
@\yysr. ther Reſerve orDelay of Vengeancezas thisPhraſe in other p/aces 
ce Lam. fjpnifies) God then, in the words of the Pſalmiſt, ſaith, Not 
4-11. EZC. rr ning 0way his anger, but ſtirring np all bis wrath, and weighing ont 
YE, 23.38 a Path for his Fury, he heaps miſchief, and ſpends his Arrows apon a 
&$o rebclliousand ſinful world , with ſuch an over-flowing deluse 
Deur.3z.. of intollerable calamities , that the ſufferers of them , like men 
r A I already damned, ds raw their T onghes for pain, and Blaſpheme the 
ITE nand fit themſelves for their Appointed, and then approaching, 
11_. .. Ruine, All which miſeries, little diftering from the rorments 
2 Per.2.3 of Hell but only in continuance, remain to bee felt inthis life, 
Rer.16.2 and that only by ſuch, as have the Mark of the Braſt, and who wor- 
ip his Image ; Sothat if cither fear of future and endleſs, or 
ſenſe of imminent and unavoidable miſery ( which then is moſt 
 Scer The, likely to ſeizeupon us, when we think our ſelves moſt ſecure ) 
3: 15223 can preyail with us to minde ourſaftety, we are bound, with all 
794 4g imaginable diligence. and ſpeed, roenquire who this Beaſt is , 
15 "$254 what is his Name, his Marks his Number; leaſt, cither by our wil- 
fal or uawary worſhipping of bim , we become guilty of a Sin 
unpardonably heinous, and which Godhath (ſo expreſly threat- 
'nedthar he will moſt ſeyerely and eyerlaſtingly puniſh, 


God of Heaven ; whereby, in ftead of getting eaſe, they only ri-: 
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- Todire&us in this ſcarch,although theſpirit of God hath left Rev. r4.i8 
{ome things (and particularly the Aſ#mber of the Beaſds Name ) — 
ſtill yeiled, and ( like Goliabs Sword behinde the Ephod) wrapped g.., The. 
chem up in a 2ſtery ; and that on purpole to incite our ſtudy , 2.5. Rex. 
and ro quicken us the more vigourouſly to look after wſdome ; 17-5 _ 
yer ſo much is plainly diſcovered-to us, that unleſs we reſolve to > mY : 
be ignorant, and, as the Fews did at the ſhining of the glory of 4-7 _ 
Chriſt, wilfull y (hurt our eyes, we cannot but be led unto a plain 
and manifeſt diſcovery of this his diſguiſed, but moſt dangerous 
and Implacable Adyerſary : For this end, the Seventeenth chap- 
ter of Revelation was purpoſely writ, which is to be looked up- 
on, asthe Key unto all the foregoing Viſion; but more particu- 
larly to that in the 13. chapter, with which the 17. perte&tly a= 
grees, 1n the deſcription of the Beat, inthe Number and final eftate 
of his orſhippers; unto which there are added ſome other things 
by way of Explication, As 

Firſt, 4pon the BeaFt there is diſcovered to fit an Imperious and Veiſ. 3 . 


Verl.3. 
Verl.8, 


- Whoriſh Woman, attired in a very ſumptuous and pompous man- 


ner, bedecked with Gold, and precious Stones, aud Pearls, juſt as the Compare 
Church of Iſrael is delcribed by the Prophets , when ſhe wasfallen xfaf.z.13 
ſrom the Service of God y unto the worſhip of Idols; in rcſems- Jer-4-30 
blance of whom, this roman may well be called z The Church A- S*< allo 

oſtatical , as having now arrived unto the height of eApoſtacy TOY FA 
which before was propheſicd of. For, as the trac Church, the Vir-, TheC.z0 
gin Spouſe of Chriſt, 15 ſaid to lean apon her Beloved, having depetts 3,4 : 
dance upon, and taking complacency in him alone; ſo this Falſe 1 Tim 4-1 
and Adwulterous Chnrch , ſits upon the Beaſt, by whom ſhe is ſup- * &** 315 
ported and upheld , in whom ſhee glories as ber Head, and by &2.. 8.6 
whoſe means ſhe extends her [overaignty o far, that, like Baby» 1fa.47.5 
lon of old, ſhe fits as Queen; and with Nimweth, chat once Imperi- Rev. 18-7 
al City, ſhe intoicates the Nations, and bewitchith them unto a N-3:4 
Communion with her, in her Abominable and [dolatrous Pra- 2d on 
Qtiſes. Whence it appears, that whatever ſh- may vaunt her (cif Bog | 
tO be, as the Mother Church, the Miſtreſs of Faith, and the like ; 
yet waen the MyFtery of her [n1quity Comes to be revealed, and the 
Currain drawn, ſhe muſt then be called,as the Spirit of Gi dorh Rev.17-5 
call her, inher true ſtile , The Ifether f Hayrlets (3, Ot all falle © 
and Adulterous Churches ) and of the A lomina:ions of the earth, 
( i. e. of all Impious and Idolatrous Practiſes, ) And that wee 

might not wonder who this mu [touid be , as men ignorant 

3 OT. 
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Revel, 17 Of furprized ate wontro do{for even the holy Evangeliſt, who 
6. ſaw her but in a viſion could nor but greatly wonder at ber) the 
verſe o Arg! plainly tells usthat this wowan Was nothing elſe bur the 
Verſe ro, City placed wpon ſeven Hillr, which bad already paſſed thorough 
r3,&c, frtſeyctal forms of Governments ; being then under the ſixth , 
ſee Tacitus viz, that of Heathen Emperonrs , and (to leave no fcruple Or 
p 1>2- doubt retnaining) which, at that time, when he law this Viſion, 
Vatets. 1nd wrote this Pro phefie, had the ſupreme Dominion over the Kings 
of the Earth : Which City» if any one can be ſofar miſtaken, as 

to deny tobe Rome, he mult finde out ſome other City, unto 


whom thoſe Properties will more exactly agree, which is altos 


þ -cether impoſſible. 


Secondly, Though by this diſcovery of the #hore , we might 
isfaQorily enough be Icd unto a knowledge of the Beaſ?,up- 
on whom ſhe fits : yet that we might be more certainly and in- 
fallibly guided, the Spirir of God 1s pleaſed to lay down ſome 
Rev. 27-3: clearet 2Aarksto make him evident and netoriousto us. 

tn Firſt, The Beaſt, is (aid to be of « tkarlet-colonr, and full of 
Of his the Names of Blaſphemy , not being it ſeems contented with one 
Blaſphemy Name , as Nebmohadnezzar, Antiochns Epiphanes, Domitian, and 
fee Iſa. 14. other T'yrants and Oppreſlours, his Predeceflours were; bur this 
13» 14+ Beaſt, as he ſucceeded intotheir roome, ſo he was to inherit their 
43-325 Nature, and to out-do them in the worſt of their Attions; load- 
Sf” ing himſelf with many (acrilegious Names of Blaſphemy, that fo 
Blaſphemy he might the more cafily be diſcovered, What theſe Names are, 
fee Dan.8. js not particularly expreſſed , but they may ecafily be gueſſed ar, 
9=12, and by the charaRer which is given of him in the 13th, Chapter : 
Mie oo» 37 That be opens his month in blaſphemy againſt God, to blaſpheme his 
called Py. Name, and bis Tabernacle , and thoſe that dwellin Heaven, The 
minus ſeveral partsof which deſcription deſerye to be particularly in- 
Deuſy, 40 ſited on. | 
= r, To utter Blaſphemy againſt God ; or, to Blaſpheme the Name 
Verſes, of God , may be done two waies : Either, | 

Jeb. 22. 1. In dire&tand open denying the very Being of God, as the 
25-19 menbefore the Flood , Pharaohand Senacherib did ; Saying , Who 
with 21. 5 the Lord, that we ſhould obey his voice ? Or, 

42 IS* 2, \When'frail men, by reaſon of ſome ontward ſucceſs given 
them , do intrude themſelves into- the Place and Authority of 


Sedes Rg- 
mana, ſat 


Wor 29 


© = 28,16, God, by aſſuming ſome of his Divine and Incommunicable Ate 


tributes : Thus the Prince of Tyre Blaſphemed God,when he ſaid - 
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{amaGed, I fit inthe ſeat of God; of whotn likewiſe ic is ſpoken Ezck, 33. 
in a way of ſacred Irony : Behold thow art wiſer than Daniel, (5. e. 2, 3, 4. 6. 
than any of the Prophets, er divinely inſpired men) there is no ſe 
cret they can bide from thee: This arroganc Prince it ſeems not on= 
ly challenging the Power of God unto himſelf, bur likewiſe his 
Wi[dome too, even pretending toa kinde of Omniſcience, and 1»- 
fallibility , for hee adds, with thy Wiſdome, and with thy wnderſtand- 
3ng thow haſt gotten thee Riches : In conformity to which Deſcrip- 
tion , the Apoſtle Paw gives us this full and parte Definition 
of Anti-Chrift, or, of the Beaft weeare enquiring after ; He is 
one who oppoſeth ( viz. Chriſt and his Saints) and farre'exales 2 Thel. 1. 
binsſelf above all that i; called God,or Worſhipped (whereby is meant, 5, 
not only above Hagifrater, who are called Gods, bur likwiſe a= ** © 
bove every m_ clie, which is thought by men to be moſt capa» 

ble of Divine Honour ( ſo that he as God, fitteth in the Temple of 
God (3,e, in the Church, which was of old cruly ſo, and ſtill pre- 
tends to be ſo) declaring himſelf that he 55 God : Declaring, that is, 
Demonſtrating and manfeſting this, by his pretending to a God- Mark z. 7, 
like Power; as to be able to pardon (ors, which none can do but God | 
alone, T o abſolve frons Laws, To Diſpenſe with Oathes, To be Infal- 
{ible, and the like, which Titles and Power whoever dares aſ- 
ſume to himſelf; He is The Anti-Chriſt, a Blaſphemer, and conſe- 
quently, that Beaft whole Marks we are ſeeking tor, of which 
the firſt is , that he was to be ful of ſuch Names of Blaſphemy. + 

2, The Tabernacle of God, which this Beaſt 1s ſaid to Blaſphemse 
may either fignific the Church of God ;(which oftentimes is called ED 
the Houſe of God) over which the Beaſ# doth ſinfully aſſume a n rpg 
power;or,which I rather take to be the meaning, 7 be humane Na- ,, x. of 
rare of Ehrift, for thus the divine Writer to the Hebrews, doth e- 


legantly call ir, becauſe it was the trne T abernacle, which God pitch- Acb's, 23 © 


ed and not man: Which Tabernacle is Blaſphemed, when the Mes» 2nd 9. 1ts 

rit of thoſe Sufferings, which God himſelf underwent in the 

Humane Natare, is leflened, and the blood of Chriſ# not accounted 

ſufficient to cleanſe from in , without ſomething added by men 

to cek out its yalue ; For ſince our Saviour expreſly affirmeth , 

that he gave bi fleſh, (3. e, his humane Nature) for the life of the 5,1, 5, ox 

World; and nothing can be more undeniable than that excellenr 

Argument of a Divine Writerz If the blood of Brills and of Goats Heb. g.rzs 

doth ſanitifie to the purifying of the Fleſh; haw much more ſhall the '+ 

bleed of Chrift, who by the Eternal Spirit offered himſelf withont ſpot 
. unto 
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. - #22 God, purific-our Conſcience from dead works: Thethedd ing 
- of that b/20d (which wasthe price paid for rhe ſatisfaRion of fin) 


being abundantly ſufficient ro merittorgivencſs,'for millions of 


worlds, becauſe the Mortal Nature which ſuffered, by its Union 
wit the Divine, was of Infinite and Incomparable Value ; If 


then the Beaſt ſhal{ dare to extenuate:and:leſlen ut, by rocney 


that ſome part of the Ranſome is yet. unpaid, and that he har 
power by his JÞ-dalgexces to add ſomething tot, this muſt needs 
bee a Blaſchemy of the higheſt kinde, becauſe ir is in efte&-to 
lay, that the Sex of God did not finiſh the work, for. the tullper= 
Hed. 10.5, torming of waicb, 4 Bedy was. prepared hime LS 2.6 oa BED 
"22 1# _ 13. Thoſe that dwell in Heaven, arethe Avgelsand the departed 
Sunts ; Who arethen Blaſphemed, when any thing 1s aſcribed 
or doneto them , which, were they now on Earth, they would 
not dare toown; Thus when the menof Lyſtra , who hadithe 
excuſe of an amazing Miracleto jultjfie them, - did prepare to ofs 
fer Sacrifice unto Paul aud Barnabas; we read that. thofe blefled 
AR. 14-14 Apoltics did rent their cloathes , which was uſual in rhe cafes of 
2;Kings 18 B/aſphemy , and ſhews whar Opinion they conceived of thar As 
= 5 Qion, So when our Evasgeli/t , perhaps onely 11 - a pious grati= 
725-65 de for ſuch oreat diſcoveries , would have fallen dawn at the Ars 
gels feet tro Worſhip him ; The Angel, 1na kinde of ſacred horcor, 
Revel, 19 forbad hins, ſaying , See thow aoft it not , for I ams thy fellow-Ser= 
JO. vant , Worſhip God: And a greater than hee, even; the Sox of 
God himſclt, yetappearing in the forme of an Azge!, would 
Jud. 13-16 not have Sacrifice offered to him, . but ſaith hee to Adavoah; If 
thos wilt offer a Burnt» Offering , thou mnſt offer 1t to the Lord: It 
therefore Sacrifice and Adoration was not at. all pleaſing to- 
thoſe bleſſed Spirits upon Earth , we cannot think but Prajer 
x Pct. 2 5 gyd Praiſe (Which are 4 Chriftians Sacrifice) and other aQts of Dre 
Hed.13'15 ,;eHorſþip, muſt needs be accounted by them as Blaſphemous 
now they are in Heaven. For they bave nor altered their minds, 
nor are they now leile zealous of Gods Honour,than when they 
did on Earth expreſs their utmoſt abhorrence of what-ever did. 
bur feem. to intrench upon it. So that to. ſumme up all the: 
parts of this fir Mark together , for a f1nful man, to afſumethe 
gue and incommunicable properties of God, to leflen. 
the Invaluable Merits, and SatisfaQtion of our : Lord Chriſt, and. 
to 1njoyn undue honour unto Saivts. and Argels, ſuch. as were 
they now on catth, they yould deteſt , theſe allare Brgfornes 
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of the | paves nature, which Shoe belcheth forth, he is 


the Beaſt we are commanded to beyare of. 50 OK na 
. Secondly, Another Xarke, andthatnolittle one, by which Mark. 2 
the Beaft may be known , isthe numberleſs number ot his tol- 
lowers; even the whole Earth, ſaith the Texc, or Allthat dwell upor rey. 11, 2 
"the Earth: whereby is not meant every” individual perſon with 17.8 
: throughout the world, but as is afterwards explitned, Every , 
Tribe, and Tongue, and Nation:That is, All the Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity throvghout the world, except the Eleft, cx They wt ofe - 
Names are writes iwthe Book of Life : Theſe are called the Saints, ,, 65h ww” 
Or the ſeed of the Woman, (3,e, the Sons and Daughters of che 17%e rey, ;3. 7 
Church) Whom the Dragon perſecuted + Who keep (not the Traditions Rev.r2ut7 
of men , but) the Commandements of God, and (indire& oppofition 
- torhe Ulurpations of Anti-Chrift) do hold the Teſtimony of Jeſm : 
Who, in compariſon of that vaſt Rout, or rather Heard, which 
| Worſhip the Beaſb, are ſtiled 4 little Flock , lefty as it were, to hu- Luke 12. 
PF * mane yiew altogether Naked and Detenceleſs, in the midft of 32: 
* "many fierce and ravening wolves , by whom they are no ſooner 
 diſcavered, bur they are hunred, taken, and lan ; Which Gene- 
ral delufjon and raging madnefs of the Beſtal crew,together with | 
the diftrefled condition of the Lambs compary,mulſt needs,cven mm 
YC theeye ofcommon Reaſon, make thoſe ſwelling Titles of Ymi- 
verſality, Viſibility, Powp, and Extent of dominion, very unſate and 
.moſt unfit to plead as Syn: of thetrne Church » ſince duridg the 
whole time of che Beaſts Reign , they are applicable onely uato 
"Y his Followers, "> La SEES 
It any ask how it was pofſible,for the world, profeſſing them- 
{elves ( as they did )to be Chriſtians » to become (o ſtu pidy/and » 4 
S$:.. ſenſeleſs, as, inſtead. of the Lamb Ehrift Feſm ; to ſhew a Ty- *T ff 
| rannical and outragious Pea# , his greateſt Enemy z 11 aniwer 
TT .to this; we muſt conſider; that from the firſt momenr, wheren 
| the Beaſt was inveſted in his Soveraignty, there was univerſally 
conceived a fſlaviſh dread of his Power ; which made the over- 
awed and captivated world'to cry out who ;« like unto the Pealt ? Rev, 13.4 
wht is able to warre with h:ms , For if thoſe of Samaria were exceed- : 
»gly afraid of Fehu, and thought they reaſoned well: when , 1;,os 
they ſaid , Behold two K ings ſlood not before him, how then ſÞallwhe x6. 4. 
fland? How much Icſs able theo were any to refilt the 6 
encroachments , wbohad ten Horns, 3. e. Ten Kings his Vallals, Revel- 174 
that owned him for their Head, and tamely gave up _ ſo 03s 
ſ = = \utho- 


Rey. 11.7 , 


$'Y *% bs Tad, I a1; 


4> 
- 
of. 


Authority to be dilpoſed-of, 57 | wrdered by, him 3” But beſides 


F 


this Argument from Forceand Fear, which alone had been ſuf- 
ficient to cnflavethe world, there were two other cauſes, which 
did concur co make the; ſpiritual Thraldome plauſible and unj- 


yerſlally taking. /- Eon abt EY cr” 
1, There was a willingneſs 10 the world to bee deceiyed; as 


the Iſraelites, being many years accuſtomed to the talte of MMay- 


Pſ.105 402ah (though it was: bread of Heaven, and food for Angels) began 
Pla.78-24tg loath it: ſo did the World grow weary of the plainneſs of 
25 Truth, which made Godin his juſt judgement, give them upto 
2 Theſ. 2.de aRcd by, a Spirit of Errour , becaule they loved not the Truth,, 
1012 faithtie Apoſtle, b=t had pleaſure is unrighteouſneſs, or, infalſe- 
Job.7.18 hood;-as the word Ad\xive often {fignifies, Men having then cheir 
2 ©0113-6 Ears open to receive, and their mindes ready to beleive a Lye ; 
pot and offering theinſelves as a willing Prey, to every one that 
***” would but take Pains to cozen them. 


2.- Tothis propenſity and readineſs, which was in che world, 


_ for the embracing of any kinde ok Errour, there was not.want- 
Rev.16.131ng the Vigilance and care of « Falſe- Prophet to promote and 
N preach it, Who being twinwith the Tex-horned Beaſt, r1/ing out 

ete13-12 of the Earth at the ſame time, and ever preſent with him, uſcd 
all his craft and induſtry to cnlarge the Beaſts Kingdome', as be- 
ing himſelf a ſharer. both m the Profit and Power of it. And 
: therefore by his falſe Dottrize., which he' had'power to confirm 
| Yaſ 13414by Hirracles, heeafily perſwaded the credulons world.to enflave 
| themſelves unto the Beaſt, and willingly to recerve bus Mark; 
Ver.1647andif any refuſed it » he canſed thems tobe killed ; Preaching no 
doubt, as his predeceſſors did before him , concerning the A- 

Job,16.2 poſtles, That, who ſo killed: them did. God good ſervice : | Which 
Falſe-Prophet (in the uſual Scripture Dialect (where the frog, the 

Exod.8.9 Locuſt, and the like inthe ſingular Namber, doth comprehend 
VET the whole Species) ſignifies all thoſe Falſe-T eachers, which were 
n2% Coatiſe inthe Church , whoſe: DoQrine, and Manners, almoſt 
2 Per.2. allthe Apoſtles do fully declare, Itis no wonder then, it ſuch 
x Joh. c.2. yaſt Multitudes, for ſo many ages, ran blindly into. pernictous 
= © 4 and adeſtruttive Erronurs, who, being firſt diſpoſed by themſelves 
4" unto the love of falſe:hood, were afterwards forſaken by God, and 
had beſides many fly and cunning mpoſtoxrs, to lead them far- 
ther aſtray : Their Eyes it ſeems being ſo dazled with the falſe 


Rev. 13433 Fire, which by Miracles came down from Heaven ., that men were 
| as To OO NR” content 
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IX 32d wiliag.co beledro:Helt . ..-; © 
inccompany;-. Das hagtheto | pf B-erig—apuhuar pope 22 _ 
chrough the goodneſs of: God , ſoine part ' of jt is, they would. -: + + © 
haye known that rue Deftrive: did alwaics: precede andrgive al © - - © 
luſtre and credit to-Afiracles, for without their aid, Truth wal 
can maintain its. Authority, * aSs:it did in Foln-Barti#s thee: RutJob-10.41, 
Miracles without trueDiiraeob which theWord of God tayſt bg 4* | 
the Touchſtone)are ſometimesſufferodbyGodtorry the graunde Sce Deur, 

ed fincerity of our Obedience: And therefore wee are ſtrictly 13.12 
cautioned, that we be not deceived by them : So that whenever Mat-24-24 
Miracles ate urged in defence of Falſe or Queſtionable Dow *292,756 
Qrines, they only ferve as Evidences to: ſhew that the Falſes 15,14.204 
Prophet is at work ,, and the way, for ſetting up the Kingdome of 16. 13,14. - 
the Beaſt, or, the Throne of Anti-Chriſt, is ſecretly prepraring, & 19430 

\ Thirdly, Another A4ark, and equal in Eyidenceto any of Hart ; . 

the former, 1s the time wherein the Beaſf began (nor to Be, bur) 

zo Reign: Of this, is to be underſtood thar Enigmartical ſpeech 

of the Angel , The Beaſt, which 1s not, although hes, Which Rev. 17-8 
Phraſe, as containing ſome {ſingular ſenſe, is repeated twice in | 
one Verſe; and this ſeems to berhe meaning of it, that although 
the Beaff, asto (ome of his, parts , was then aQually in Being , t'3 
and ſome foundations were already laid forbis future greatneſs | 
(as likewiſc is clſewhere witneſſed ) yer he had nor hitherto ar-$.. ,71.e 
rived.to his full growth; or ,asthe Apoſtle Pauls Phraſeis,: Hea.g., 
45 8t revealed as yetz which word revealed ,, when it iSapplied 1 Joh. 2:8 
to the Man of Sin, Itaketo fignifie the ſetting up of his K modome., & 4-3 
and attual exerciſe of his Soveraignty, or, the viſible diſplaying | 

of his Power: For thus the revealing of Chriit , is uſed for his 
Reigmng , and that by the Apoſtle Parl, in the ſame Epiftle ,7 Per- 1-74 
whereic treats of Azti-Chrif : what therefore the Apoltle Fahy 38-4" 
ſpeaks conceriing the Beaft, that , Hee is not, although hee isz 9-5 NOS 
mounts-to this, -Phat,' thoughhe was. in ſome degree already, 70 
eycn at that time: ( asa Poiſonous Plant, may be ſaid to be, 'as 

ſoon asit is own, and hath taken rootin the Earth ) yet he was 

not come thenunto his abſolute Dominion, which,ſaith he after- 
ward, iyou muſtthen look for, when tex K ings, Who are to be 

bis Herne, doariſe, with whom, - at the very ſame inſtanc E322, 


ol 
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time, the Beeft-ſhall begin his Reign, This, though ({omewhat T2, 3, 
more darkly, was intimated by the Apoſtle Paul, when beſays, het _— 
The Myſtery of Iniquity doth already wark , only that which hindreth $57:8 3 
TRE B 2. -- (ſhall 
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 $*Apb ne. { ſhall binder ) wuthd he be takgn out of the way , and then that lawleſs 
1 ont ſhall be reveal;d ::Which words, the Primitive Chriſtians did 
Tertd. A- generally underſtand to fignific the Roman Empire , as Tertwlli= 
polog. c-32 ,,, witnefſerh in the name of them all 5, and this made _them-in 
all their mecrings, to pray forthe continuance of that Empire , 
that thereby the coming of Anti-Chriſt , and the Deſolation to be 
wrought by tim, | might be prevented, For while the Empire of 
Rome was undivided, and in its height of Soveraignty, the Beaſt , 
whoſe ſeat was in the City, had neither pretence of Plea , nor 
force of Power, ſufficient to make himſelt acknowledged as So- 
veraign there ; but when that Empire was broken, and ſeveral 
Kingdomes did ariſe our of the Ruines of it ( all which, for the 
- þarereſtabliſhment of themſelyes, did agree to ſubmit unto the 
Biſhop of Rome, and to own him as their Head then there was 
nothing left powerful enough to hinder the Beaſts Uſurpation : 
The time therefore,when theſe onarchies or Principalities arole, 
muſt be caretully enquired after, becauſe from thence we-muſt 
dare the beginning of the Beafts reign and Independant Supremacy; 
which:w.s to laſt from that period of Time, eyen until che com- 
Sce of this ;yg of Chriſ#, who by the brightneſs of his perſonal appearance, will 
2 Thel.2.8 &7)ly deftroy the Beaft, and fully picad the caule of his perſe- 
ies cured and cruclly ſlaughtered Servants againſt him, From what: 
13--1s. & bath been ſaid, three things do evidently follow, — 
- 9 19520, -- 8, That the Bee#t is not ove fan, as ſome do vainly imagine, 
"v1 - bur a Series or Race of Men\uccecding one another in the ſame 
F = money Beſtial and Blaſphemou Government and Titles, 
. hoy =o s 2+ Thatthe Time, Times, and half aTime, the 42. Months , 
| " & 12.7 Thethree years and as half, Or, which 1s all one account , The 
. Rev.12-14 1260, Years, fo often mentioned in Damel, aud rhe Revelation, as 
Rev.11.> the precile time limiced by God tor the duration of the Beaſts 
p "441 Dominion, muſt neceſſarily be underſtood of Prophetical daves , 
'* That is, taking « Day for a Tearz asitis inthat famous inſtance ot 
Dan.-9 © Daviels weeks, and more than once elſewhere in Scripture be- 
Numb.14- fore, and this Interpreration as it is nſual , ſor 1s moſt agree= 
34 Exck, ble tothedeſign of the Spiritof God , who ſpeaks of the Beaft , 
+Þ5%2” asof one that was to reign a long time , and comparatively 
Rev.r7,zomuch longer than eirher the Chriſtian , or the Heathen Emperowrs 
It before him, in whoſe place the Beaſt was to ſucceed, as the _ 
in Number, - but indecd the ſeventb Head , and was thence for- 
ward to continue, until the Lord Chriſt himſelf came to take a- 
way his Authority from him, s 3+ That 
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3+ That ſince the breaking of the Rewsas Empire, andthe Riſe © 

of ſeveral Kingdomes or Prixcipalities our of ic (which by all wri. 
rers is placed berweenthe fourth and the fifch Century, though 
many differ concerning the particular Time of cach) there have 
already lapſed aboye 1200. years ; all whichtime we muſt, in 
conformity to this Scripture ,. be forced to acknowledge,that the 
Beaſt, who wasto begin his Reign with thoſe ten Kings, hath 
been viſibly and powerfully reigning; and toſpeak more plain- 
ly, this the Spirit of God hath affirmed he was rode, and there- 
fore hath done, in Rome itſelf, and thither wee are direAed by 
the 4rgel ro ſeek him, that wee may know whoit is, whoſe 
Communion wee are with ſo much care commanded to a- 


__ Fromwhat hath been faid it is "y cvident , nor indeed can 
aty thing poſſibly bee more clear to all unprejudiced men , that 

as Rome Was that City which was repreſented under the form 

of a Whoriſh Worsan ; ſo the Pope, or, Biſhep of Rome , is the Bea#t 

who bears her; It is he, who for many hundred of years, hath fix- 

ed his Seat, and his Sapremacy there ; Ir ishee, who challengeth 

Authoriy oyer all Xg3 and Earthly Magiſtrates ( the greateſt 

of whom have .been forced to wait as Lackeyes to make up his: 

Train) It is He, who hath all theſe Names of Blaſphemy ( of be- FE 

ing Head of the Church, Lofallible , Pardoning Sin, and the like) © © 

which the Spirit of God had before propheſted of, and witneſ=» 29": 7-25 

ſeth againſt : Itis He, who hath attempted to change Times, and 

daily doth change Laws, diſpenſing for his own gain with whate- 

ver is Sacred and Holy : It is Fle, who Blaſphemes thoſe that dwell 

in Heaven, Canonizing whom hee pleaſeth tor Saivrs, and then 

commanding them tobe worſhiped as Gods ; ſhewing himſelf 

hereby, not only to-bee 4 God , but ( as Terrallians expreſſion Apoteg. 

is) 'Dems Deificus , «A God that can makes Gods, So much is hee | 

advanced aboye the condition of a Mortal Man, And laſtly , 

It is He, whohath the Falſe-Prophet to ACt and Preach for him , 

eyen aninfinite number of Monks,. Fryars, 7 eſuits, and the like 
Falſe-Teachers, who, being his ſworn SubjeAs, by their Lies 

and Lying Wonders , do all ſtrive to bring the World into the 


ſame Vaſlallagez not much caxiog! what becomes of other __ ; 
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RES 6 LAG 
ſothat'Men will but be Ignorancenough , and quietly hold the 
Fundamental Article of theit Ereed', thaty the Pope is\Head of the 
Church; but if any, ſuſpe&ing hin tobe the Beaſt they are bid 
to beware of, do once boggleat"this, -then theſe Falſe-prophers 

W1P prepare, or,as the Hebrew word{fignifics, Hallow ar Againſt 

»103'5 them, ke, Wage ar Holy War ,-thenieaning 'of-which' Phraſe”, 
our Proteſtant Churches in France,” Sawiy, "Gernidnj, 20d whe 

places, are coo ſenfibly acquainted with', 'to" need” driexplict< 

tion, BRETT y, 


- If this bee ſo, for the proof of which, TI haye not followed 

any pre-conceived Notions of mine own, but the unerring gui- 
-danceof Scripture-light , then it doth neceſſarily follow , that 

in the Charch of Rome (I mean for thoſe who knowingly live and 
dye in Communion with Her , acknowledging the Pope for 

their Head) there is not any poſſibility of Salvation; and to af- 

firm there.is, is boldly to contradiCt the expreſs denuntiation of 

the Spirit of God, and therein to bee mercilefly* Cruel unto the 
Souls of thoſe deluded men , under pretence of being Charita- 
2 Th.2.1oble, The Apoſtle Pan! ſaies, that the Decervableneſs of Unrightes 

See 2 Cor. ouſmeſs works, W Tos KnNAupevnsS, 1n thems that periſh , ot, i the 

2+15-& 4 off, whobeing alwaics oppoſed to'the EZ, of, the (aved , 
"WM 47 it abundantly ſhews thatall who conrinue their adherence untq 
IT Cor.1.18the damnable Erronurs of chat Charch and Head » are wholly for - 
Jude-v.4 ſaken by God, and deſigned to Deftrultiov, What may bee ſaid 
concerning former Times ) when the Truth Was not {o clear, nor 

the Apoftacy inall its parts ſo viſible , Iwill not determine; Tr 
'Afts 19-20i5polithe that, as heretofore, ſo then, God might wink at thoſs 
31 times of Ignorance 5 but Tam ſure 3 hee now calls wmpon' all to re« 
pent, or clſe wee muſt expeR to: periſhin our Obſtinacy. Ir is 

— therefore yery obſcrvable, that in the 14th. of Revelation , firſt 
- there comes as A-gelto Preach the Everlaſting Goſpel; theſum 
96.5.and of which is no other , than what the Prophers and Apoſtles did 
x15-4&c, Preach of Old, That men ſhonld turn from Idols, to ſerve the Irving 
Iſa. 4). andtrue God; and worſhip him who made Heaven and Earth and the 
x Thel-I:9©4ntains of Waters : Upon the preaching of which Goſpel,” im- 

mediately there follows another A»ge/ proclaiming that dread- 

ful Judgement before mentioned » againſt ſuch as worſhip 4 

| caſt 


Verſ,7 


's 


le. | (139) | | 

' Beait, aud recerve his Mark or his Dy Fron-whence T gather, 

that what-ever may be the dealings of God towards thoſe in 
Spaiz and 7taly , or other places , where the Preaching ofthe E< 
verlaſting Goſpel is-uttexly ſupprefi,and thoſe poor ſouls, who poſ- 
ſibly may long for light, are forcibly detained in darkneſs; yer in 
{uch places, where the Truths of God are taught, and freedome 
given untoallchat will come and hear them,there to continue in 
that fin-of Popery, which God hath already declared he will nor 

ardon, muſt needs be utrerly inconſiſtent with any hopes of 

appineſs. 2 


| Although ITneed not ſay any more for the proof of this, than 
what hath already been ſpoken, concerning the Judgement 
threatned againſt all ſuch as obey that ar of ſin, and Childe of 
Perdition, the Pope, or the Beaſt, againſt whom the Lord hath an 
irreconcileable controverſie, yet 1n compaſſion to the ſouls of 
thoſe miſerably deceived Papifts, amongſt us, I ſhall add theſe 


few things, farcher. That 


1, It all, who either add t8, Or take away from » the words of & DD 
Scripture, are to expect all the Plagwes threatned , and to bee ag TY 


excluded from the happineſs promiſed in it, 


2; Ifthey., who Worſhip God after the Doftrizes and Commands was, i,j. 
ments of men, do onely Worſhip him in vain and inſtead of gain 13314. 
inga reward for their Service , areto be plucked up, as Plants, ut 


of: the Fathers planting . 


; 3*.If they, who blindly, and with an implicite Faith, do follow 
after blinde Guides, will. certainly at laſt faf. with them into the 
ditch,, evcnthe bottomleſs-Pir of deſtruQtion. * 


4: Idolaters are to have their portion the Lake which burns -with Rey.a1:8. 
Fire aud Brimſtone ; and all ſuch are to be coufounaed; 1, t,- To pe- Pal. 91.7. 


riſh for eyer, who ſerve Graven Images, aud beat themſelyes of I- + 
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5. Withey whobulieve alje, (as thata piece of. BreagJdsturay 2 The. 2. | 
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pleaſure mm ſuch nirighteouſneſs , are allto be damned, 


6. Ifthey who Worſhip eAngels, hold not the Head, Chris * and 
therefore cannor look for apy life from him, 


Laſtly , If they who, in a proud conceit of their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, either prefer it to, or elle mingle it with the Righteouſneſs of 
Chrift for Juſtification, do commit the very fin of the Reprobate 
SccRomug Jews, making the death of E hriſt 12 Vans , and conſequently have 
30-32-30 00 Intereſt intheRedemption purcbaſed by it: If I ſay theſethings 
G:12,.x, arc of that hainous nature, as who-ever is guilty of any one of 
and 5. 44 them,is by the Word of God pronounced Worthy of death;then the 
Papifts, who (beſides their bearing the Name of that accurſed 
2 Pete 24 t BeaFt, the Pope) do hold all theſe, and many more ſuch deſtrattive 
Hereſesare certainly in a ſtate deſperately and deplorably dange- 
rous, and for any to teach otherwiſe, it 15 to ſpeak, peace, and Pity 

where the month of the Lord hath not ſpoken ut, 4 


For us therefore, who, through the infinite goodneſs of God, 
have eſcaped the ſnare, to have any Church Fellewſhip, or to 
ſeek Reconciliation with them , it is not- onely ingratcfully to 
flight the Mercy of our deliverance , .but fooliſhly, if not im- 
piouſly , to ſell the Trath , or rather to betray it, into the hands 

| of its moſt prejudiced , hardened, and BY AN 9 enemies : 
Let thers therefore, in the Words of God by the Prophet to 
Jer. 15.19 back-flidden I(racl, Retwrn to ws , by renouncing their Flaſphe- 
mics , forſaking their Idelatries, and with-drawing their Obe- 
dience from that Beaſt they ſerve; but let not ws retary to them , 
Rev. 18. 4 by patting with oe /otaof Scripture-Truchs , leaſt by partaking 
484g in their fins, we become likewiſe ſharers in their Plagnes ; and by 
| = K ' ronching the accurſed thing z do make our ſelves a Curſe ; and in- 
Levit 14- Cur that guilt, which till cleaves, like an incurable L eproſee , 
a4. © unto that /dolatrons andbloody Cityof Rome : Againſt which Cie» 
Kev. 18. ty God hath formerly ſent the'Goths and Yaxdals, and other Ex- 
232 #4 ecutionersof his Vengeance, to ſcrape ard to pare, and to cleanſe 
ber fileb out of her ; but ſhe 1s now. returned to her Trade again , 
Rev 9.20, (tl rorſhipping Devils aud Idols ; and not repenting of her Fornicas 
5.3. £103S g 
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tions, Witch-crafts and Herders; It remains therefore , that Heb, 6. 8 
like the Barren Earth, which baving oft been Raincd upon, 
brings forth onely Briars and Thorns , ſhe is nigh to 4 cmrſe , and her ; 
end is to be burnt with fire: This glorious (peQtacle, though - 3 
+ worldly-ſpirited menwill lament and trimble at the fight of ; yet the Reve 18 

ji Heavens, and the bleſſed Inhabitants of them, are commanded to re-$ 28 

7 Joyce at : For which, the Souls of the Martyred Saints, that are al- x1 pn 
ready w#udey the Altar: and all their Brethren » who are yet. wit- Rev.11.17 
weſſing im the Wilderneſs do earneſtly pray, as being then to re- 18_ 
ceive 4 full Reward for their labowrs, and to Reign with Chriſt , for * Tim, 2, 
whom they ſuffered, : TM IO, LL 


| Rev.30. 
Even fo, come Lord Jeſw, 6 ug | 
come quickly, Rev.32 20 * |; 
Cant, 6.14 4 
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FR- ha DoQrine , which is built upon and confirmed by 
the Scriptures , the word of God , nceds not any Teſtimony 
from Man for its farther cſtabliſhmeant ; yer becauſe this Trut 
comes forth at this time without a Name , and ſome of the Pro- 
teſtant- Readers may poſſibly (uſpe& ir to be New,and not agree- 
BB able unto the Judgemear of our Reformed Churches; the Aurhour 
l cheretore of the foregoing Treatiſe hath thought fir to adde, that 
he bath delivered nothing for ſubſtancegbut what is exaRly cone 
ſonant, nor only unto the Scripture, bur unto that Interpreta- 
tion of it, which the molt Learned and Judicious of our Pro- 
reflant Writers have already given : And this was thought (o 
cleara Truth in former times, that this Article, The Pope zs As 
ti-Chrift, hath been put into moſt of the Publich Confeſions of 
Faith of the (everal Churches: And inour own Church, hee 
thinks it ſtill is , bar he is aſſured it was, till of very late years, 
the Judgement of almoſt all that were ofany Reputation, either 
for Religion or Learning. Ir were caſe to exſcribe their 
Words and Arguments, but ſhall content my felt with the 
Teſtimony of One, whoſe imcomparablc Learning and Picty 
rogether with the eminent Place and Authority hee enjoyed , 
may (ſerve eitherto make his words to bee received, or at leaſt 
mine not over forwardly condemned. Iris the Reverend Dr. 
Pag 438. 6 ſher Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, who in his Catechiſme writes 
mus, j- 
As Chrift is the Head of the Church , which is bis Body; ſo Anti- 
Chri#t is the Headof the Romiſh Church, which is his Body. 
Quelt. ho is that Anti-Chriſt ? 
Anſw. He is one, who under colonr of being for Chri#t, and under 
T itle of his Vice-gerent,exalteth himſelf above and againFt Chriſt oppo= 
ſing himſelf againſt all his Offices and Ordinances both in Church and 
Conemon-wealth; bearing Authority in the Church of God, ruling over 


that City with ſeven Hills, which did bear Rule over the Nations , 
| C2 41 
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k aud put our Lord to death 3" A tuanof Sin, 4 Childs of Perdition, a 
} " Deſtroyer, eſtabliſhing bimsſelf by lyug Mircacles avd falſe Wonders : 
Allwhich MARKS together, do agree with non, but tu POPE 
| of RO ME, | : Pag.439. 

Queſt. #hat is the uſe of all his Dotring ? / 
Anſw. That whoſoever are pariakers of the Sins of Rome, are alſo 
{ r under the ſame Curſe —— EC, 
& 1ſt, What farther ? 

Anlw. That there can be no ſound Agreement betwixt Popery ; and 
the profeſiion of the Goſpel, no more than betwixt Light and Darkneſs , 
Falſchood and Truth, God and Belial , and thereforemo RECON. 
CILIATION canbe deviſed betwixt them, For if the wem- 
bers of Anti-Chriſt ſhall be defrojed,we cannot in any ſort communicate 
with them in their Errors, unleſs we will bear them company in their 
deſftrullion alſo. : 

The Author hath no more to adde, but to beg of God , that 
he will own this Work by giving a Bleſſing to it, inthis Dark 
and Cloudy day, 


PY 


